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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Patent of: Bellick et al . 
Patent No.: 6,931,680 B2 
Issued: August 23, 2005 

For: SLEEPING BAG WITH STRETCHABLE PANELS 



October 19, 2005 



REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED ISSUANCE 
OF CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION UNDER 37 CFR 1.322 



TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, 
SIR: 

On studying the above -identified patent, the following 
errors were found (these errors are also noted on the attached 
form PTO-1050) : 

Column 5, claim 5, line 29: "stitch lines" should read - - 
- stitch-lines - - -. 

Column 5, claim 6, line 34: "claim 1" should read - - - 
claim 2 - - - . 

Column 6, claim 16, line 29: "fort" should read - - - forth 
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REMARKS 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1.322, a copy of Amendment A, 
dated January 6, 2005, and a copy of the Notice of Allowance 
dated April 13, 2005, are attached. 

Since one or more of the errors shown above were made by 
Applicants, the $100.00 fee required under Rule 1.323 is 
enclosed. 

We respectfully request that a certificate of correction be 



I hereby certify that the foregoing Letter to the Patent and 
Trademark Office in the patent of Bellick et al . , Patent No. 
6,931,680 B2, issued August 23, 2005 is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop Post Issue, Certificate of Corrections 
Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22313-1450 on this 19th day of October, 2005. 



issued. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael G. Munsell, Reg. No. 43,820 
SENNIGER POWERS 

One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 231-5400 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




Christie L. Hartmann 



MGM/clh 
*Enclosure 
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Approved for use through 01/31/2004. OMB 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
(Also Form PTO-1050) 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO. : 6,931 ,680 B2 

DATED : August 23, 2005 

INVENTOR(S): Bellick et al. 

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters 
Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column 5, claim 5, line 29: "stitch lines" should read — stitch-lines — . 

Column 5, claim 6, line 34: "claim 1" should read — claim 2 — . 

Column 6, claim 16, line 29: "fort" should read - - - forth - - -. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER: 
Senniger Powers 

One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 



PATENT NO. 6.931.680 B2 

No. of additional copies 

O 2 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .322, 1 .323, and 1 .324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which 
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 
take 1 .0 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon 
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent 
to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO 
NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in completing the form, cail 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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Application of Bellick et al . Art Unit 3671 

Serial No. 10/821,688 
Filed April 9, 2004 
Confirmation No. 13 56 

For SLEEPING BAG WITH STRETCHABLE PANELS 
Examiner Tara L. Mayo 



January 6, 2005 



AMENDMENT A 



TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, 



SIR: 

Please enter the following amendments in the above- 
identified application. 

Amendments to the claims begin on page 2 . 
Remarks begin on page 8 . 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1-25. Cancelled. 

26. (New) A sleeping bag comprising an elongate shell 
defining an inner volume sized and shaped to receive a user 
therein, the elongate shell having a head end, a foot end, 
opposite sides extending longitudinally of the shell, an inner 
layer, an outer layer comprising a plurality of stretchable 
panels of resilient sheet material adapted for resilient 
deformation when stretched outwardly by a user in said inner 
volume, and insulating material between the inner layer and the 
outer layer, said plurality of stretchable panels including a 
first stretchable panel located adjacent one side of the shell 
in an area corresponding to a left shoulder and elbow of a user 
in said inner volume, a second stretchable panel located 
adjacent an opposite side of the shell in an area corresponding 
to a right shoulder and elbow of said user, and at least a third 
stretchable panel located in an area generally corresponding to 
the knees of the user and extending from adjacent one side of 
the shell to adjacent the opposite side of the shell. 

27. (New) A sleeping bag comprising an elongate shell 
defining an inner volume sized and shaped to receive a user 
therein, the elongate shell having a transverse centerline 
defining an upper half of the shell and a lower half of the 
shell, a central longitudinal centerline defining a first 
longitudinal half of the shell and a second longitudinal half of 
the shell, a head end, a foot end, opposite sides extending 
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longitudinally of the shell, an inner layer, an outer layer 
comprising at least one stretchable panel of resilient sheet 

10 material adapted for resilient deformation when stretched 
outwardly by a user in said inner volume, and insulating 
material between the inner layer and the outer layer, the at 
least one stretchable panel comprising a first stretchable panel 
located entirely within the upper half of the shell and within 

15 the first longitudinal half of the shell and extending from one 
side of the shell toward said longitudinal centerline, and a 
second stretchable panel located entirely within the upper half 
of the shell and within the second longitudinal half of the 
shell and extending from the opposite side of the shell toward 

20 said longitudinal centerline. 

28. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 27 
wherein said shell further comprises an overlying portion 
adapted to overlie said user and an underlying portion adapted 
to underlie said user, and wherein the first and second 

5 stretchable panels are located in the overlying portion between 
the opposite sides- of the shell. 

29. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 28 
wherein the first and second stretchable panels are located in 
areas of the shell generally corresponding to shoulders and 
elbows of the user. 

30. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 27 
wherein the at least one stretchable panel further comprises a 
third stretchable panel located in an area of the shell 
generally corresponding to at least one knee of the user. 
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31. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 30 
wherein the third stretchable panel extends from one side of the 
shell to an opposite side of the shell over an area generally 
corresponding to two knees of the user. 

32. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth. in claim 27 
wherein the outer layer further comprises non-stretchable 
material in areas bordering the at least one stretchable panel. 

33. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 27 
wherein the inner layer of the shell comprises a stretchable 
material . 

34. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 27 
wherein the insulating material between the inner layer and the 
outer layer of the shell has a greater volume in areas 
corresponding to the stretchable panels to accommodate 

5 stretching. 

35. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 28 
wherein the insulation material in the overlying portion of the 
shell is attached to the inner and outer layers of the shell 
using offset stitch-lines, said offset stitch lines penetrating 

5 only one of the inner layer and outer layer and thereby 

inhibiting the entry of ambient air into the inner volume of the 
shell along the stitch-lines, and wherein the insulation is not 
stitched to the stretchable panels. 
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36. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 27 
wherein the shell tapers toward the foot end of the shell to 
provide the user a snug fit. 

37. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 27 
wherein the at least one stretchable panel further comprises a 
third stretchable panel located in the lower half of the shell 
spanning from adjacent one side of the shell to adjacent the 
opposite side of the shell, said third panel extending 
approximately the length of the lower half of the shell adjacent 
opposite sides of the shell and extending a shorter length 
generally midway between opposite sides of the shells. 

38. (New) A sleeping bag comprising an elongate shell 
defining an inner volume sized and shaped to receive a user 
therein, the elongate shell having a head end, a foot end, 
opposite sides extending longitudinally of the shell, an inner 
layer, an outer layer comprising at least one stretchable panel 
of resilient sheet material adapted for resilient deformation 
when stretched outwardly by a user in said inner volume, 
insulating material between the inner layer and the outer layer, 
an overlying portion adapted to overlie said user, and an 
underlying portion adapted to underlie said user, the at least 
one stretchable panel being located in the overlying portion 
between the opposite sides of the elongate shell, the insulation 
material in the overlying portion of the elongate shell being 
attached to the inner and outer layers of the shell using offset 
stitch-lines, said offset stitch-lines penetrating only one of 
the inner layer and outer layer and thereby inhibiting the entry 
of ambient air into the inner volume of the shell along the 
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stitch-lines, and wherein the insulation is not stitched to the 
at least one stretchable panel. 

39. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 38 
wherein the at least one stretchable panel comprises a pair of 
stretchable panels located adjacent opposite sides of the shell 
in areas generally corresponding to shoulders and elbows of the 

5 user. 

40. (New) The sleeping bag as. set forth in claim 38 
wherein the at least one stretchable panel comprises a plurality 
of stretchable panels located in areas of the shell generally 
corresponding to shoulders, elbows and knees of - the user. 

41. (New) The sleeping bag as set fort in claim 40 wherein 
the at least one stretchable panel comprises a first stretchable 
panel located adjacent one side of the shell in an area 
corresponding to a left shoulder and elbow of a user in said 

5 inner volume, a second stretchable panel located adjacent an 
opposite side of the shell in an area corresponding to a right 
shoulder and elbow of said user, and at least a third 
stretchable panel located in an area generally corresponding to 
the knees of the user and extending from adjacent one side of 
10 the shell to adjacent the opposite side of the shell. 

42. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 38 
wherein the shell has a transverse centerline defining an upper 
half of the shell and a lower half of the shell, and a central 
longitudinal centerline defining a first longitudinal half of 

5 the shell and a second longitudinal half of the shell. 
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43. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 42 
wherein the at least one stretchable panel is located in the 
lower half of the shell and spans from adjacent one side of the 
shell to adjacent the opposite side of the shell, and wherein 

5 the panel extends approximately the length of the lower half of 
the shell adjacent opposite sides of the shell and extends a 
shorter length generally midway between opposite sides of the 
shells . 

44. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 38 
wherein the insulating material has a greater volume in areas 
corresponding to the at least one stretchable panel to 
accommodate stretching . 

45. (New) The sleeping bag as set forth in claim 38 
wherein the shell tapers toward the foot end of the shell to 
provide the user a snug fit. 



7 



ARP 5589.2 
PATENT 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-25 are cancelled and claims 26-45 are added by 
this amendment. Upon entry of the amendment, claims 26-45 will 
be pending. 

Claims 8, 12, 13, and 17 were objected to in the Office 
action but indicated as being allowable if written in 
independent form. Claims 8, 12, and 17 have therefore been 
rewritten in independent form as claims 26, 27, and 38, 
respectively. The rewritten claims are allowable. 

Additionally, claims 2-11, 13, 15-18, 24, and 25 have been 
rewritten as new claims 28-37 and 39-45 to change their 
dependency to one of the new claims and to place the claims in 
numerical order. Applicants note that several of the new 
dependent claims (claims 28-31, 35, 44) have been edited to 
improve their form. New claims 26-45 are submitted to be in 
proper form for allowance. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, allowance of the application is 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Michael G. Munsell, Reg. No. 43,82 0 
SENNIGER POWERS 

One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 231-5400 
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